Ethical Decision-making Worksheet

Craig P. Dunn, PhD

1) Identify Ethical Issues:
*
*
*
*
*
*
2) Select one issue:
3) Decide which ethical frameworks are most relevant to this particular issue (you will

only include checked frameworks in your further analysis):

4)

Deontology

Utilitarianism

Justice

Ethic of Care

Liberty

Virtue

Land Ethic

Develop alternatives to resolve this issue:

(a) Maintain status quo

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

)
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5) Analyze these alternatives: (only include checked frameworks from step 3) above)

Check (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)

relevant
frameworks

Principles: Does the alternative
conform to fixed rules of
conduct?

Outcomes: Does the
alternative create more good
than harm?

Fairness: Does the alternative
lead to fair outcomes?

Caring: Does the alternative
support caring relationships?

Liberty: Does the alternative
promote personal choice?

Character: Does the alternative
advance personal ideals?

Sustainability: Does the
alternative respect the natural
environment?

6) Select the optimal alternative:

7) [s the optimal alternative financially Is the optimal alternative politically viable?
viable? (if not, is the second-best (if not, is the second-best politically viable?
financially viable? the third-best?) the third-best?)

Yes No Yes No

8) Develop a plan for implementation:
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